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After CTSS, Corbatd led a time-sharing effort called Multics
(Multiplexed Information and Computing Service), which
directly inspired operating systers like Linux and laid the
foundation for many aspects of modern computing. Multics
doubled as a fertile training ground for an emerging
generation of programmers. Multics was available for
general use at MIT in October 1969 and became a Honeywell
product in 1973. Corbaté and his colleagues also opened up
communication between users with early versions of email,
instant messaging, and word processing.

Another legacy is “Corbatd’s Law,” which states that the
number of lines of code someone can write in a day is the
same regardless of the language used. This maxim is often
cited by programmers when arguing in favor of using
higher-level languages.

CTSS was also the spark that convinced MIT to launch
“Project MAC,” the precursor to the Laboratory for
Computer Science (LCS). LCS later merged with the
Artificial Intelligence Lab to become MIT’s largest research
lab, the Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence
Laboratory (CSAIL), which is now home to more than 900
researchers.

Corbaté was a member of the National Academy of
Engineering, and a fellow of the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers, and the American Association for the
Advancement of Science. In 1990 Corbat6 was honored for
his work with the Association of Computing Machinery’s
Turing Award, often described as “the Nobel Prize for
computing.”
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