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Tot Operations
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Date? 11707773

Sublect? MIT IPC-speclflic ARPA Network Informatlon

In addlitlon to the general! Intformatlon about the ARPA Network and
Its attachment to Multlcs glven in MOSN-6«l4e4y Certaln additional
Information Is presented here whlich 1s of speclflc Interest to
the MIT IPC*s Implementatlion.

Perlpheral Switches

There are two perlpheral switches In the path from the Network
IMP (Interface Message Processor) to the software, one for the
read channel and one for the wrlte channel ot the ABSI
(Asynchronous Bit-Ser]lal Interfacey, whlch connects the [MP to a3
61803 IOM). For servicae to functlon, both swltches must of course
pbe In the proper position,

It should be noted that cycling the peripheral swltches causes
the ARSI to re-inltlallze the approprliate channel and slignal the
IMP, Therefore, In obscure sltuatjons (when the software or the
hardware state 4oes not seem to be Covered by the descriptlon 1In
MOSN-6.4.4) 1t 1Is worthwhlle to cycle both switches and attempt
to bring up the Network Daemon agaln before contacting the
Network system programmers,

The perlpheral switches are the flrst thing the operator should
check should "perlipheral absent"™ status be reported.

Network Call List

The people to contact In the event of Network problems aret

Doug Hells
Ken Pogran
Raj Kanodla
Mlke Padllpsky

(Numbers are posted on the overal! catll list.)

Network Control Center

It Is not easy to speclfty the circumstances In which the Network
Control Center (661-0100) shoutld be calied. Certalnly, If the
perlpheral swltches are correct and there are no known problems
with the A3SI and IOM, It makes sense to call the NCC on recelpt
of statuses such as repeated "IMP s down' messages which suggest
that the problem has to do with the TMP [tseif. Beyond that, 1t
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we evolve any general rules, we wlilt pubtlsn them In a revislon
to thls memorandum,

Once you declde -~ for whatever reason -- to call the NCC, there
are a few things vyou should know. First, the IPC Multlcs 1Is
currentiy "“Host 0 on IMP 6"} however, sometlme around December
204 1973, it willl be "“Host g on IMP n4°, This Is useful to Know,
In case the NCC wants a more specific aquestlon than *“do you show
anything pecullar with the Multlcs IMP?2™ which Is what vyou
should try as the opening question, As 3 real desperatlon
measurey, [f nothlng else wWworks and no Network system programmer
Is avaltable, it Is posslibie to ask for a "restart"™ of the IMP,
This should not be done on an operator®s own Initlative until we
are on the Bulidlng 39 [IMP, because there are other Hosts
attached to the Tach Square IMP which wlll be dlsrupted by an IMP
restart [f the IMP s actually worklng normally,

In generaty, calilng the NCC should be treated as sorethling to do
{f atl else falis, except In those cases where [t [Is "obvious”
that It is the thing to do.

ZCNet™ Project

A project called "CNet*"™ |Is funded by Prolect MAC to provide all
Network wusers a chance to sample Muiltlics usage. The funds for
thls project are 11imlted’ unless speciticaliy authorlzed by a
Network system programmer or a System Assuyrance group member, ngo
requests for tape mounts and the 1lke should be honored for CNet
users, Refer any Ilnqulirles to the Multics Network Technlcal
Llason (currentiy Mike Padlilpsky)e.



